5.8.  Impeachment - Character

A witness may also be discredited or impeached by evidence that the general reputation of the witness for truth and veracity is bad in the community where the witness now resides, or has recently resided. If you believe that any witness has been so impeached, then it is your duty to give the testimony of that witness such credibility or weight, if any, as you may think it deserves. 

Authority: Committee on Pattern Jury Instructions, Fifth Circuit District Judges Association, Pattern Jury Instructions (Criminal Cases) 18 (1978) (not current Fifth Circuit version).
Note: The current version that the Fifth Circuit is using is below. The older version above is noted here as it may be more consistent with Indiana precedent in relation to singling out witness testimony.

Alternative version:

You have heard the testimony of _________. You also heard testimony from others concerning [their opinion about whether that witness is a truthful person or the witness’s reputation, in the community where the witness lives, for telling the truth]. It is up to you to decide from what you heard here whether ___________ was telling the truth in this trial. In deciding this, you should bear in mind the testimony concerning the witness’s [reputation for] truthfulness as well as all the other factors already mentioned.

Authority: Pattern Jury Instructions, Fifth Circuit, 1.13 (2012).

