5.2.  Credibility of Witnesses - Weighing Evidence - Alternative 2


You are the exclusive judges of the evidence, which may be either witness testimony or exhibits.  In considering the evidence, it is your duty to decide the value you give to the exhibits you receive and the testimony you hear. 


In determining the value to give to a witness's testimony, some factors you may consider are: 

1. the witness's ability and opportunity to observe; 

2. the behavior of the witness while testifying;

3. any interest, bias or prejudice the witness may have; 

4. any relationship with people involved in the case;

5. the reasonableness of the testimony considering the other evidence;

6. your knowledge, common sense, and life experiences. 


You should not disregard the testimony of any witness without a reason and without careful consideration. If you find conflicting testimony, you may have to decide what testimony you believe and what testimony you do not believe. You may believe all of what a witness said, or only part of it, or none of it. 

The quantity of evidence or the number of witnesses need not control your determination of the truth. You should give the greatest value to the evidence you find most convincing.

Authority:  IN Pattern Instruction 1.1700

Note: It is recommended that the word “need” emphasized here in the last paragraph, be changed to “should.”

Comment from Pattern Committee:

Revisions were made to Instruction No. 1.1300 to comply with McCowan v. State, 27 N.E.3d 760 (Ind. 2015), which eliminated the need for the bracketed language previously found in this instruction.  
