5.10.  Credibility of Witnesses - Hostility Toward Accused


In connection with your evaluation of the credibility of the witnesses, you should specifically consider evidence of resentment or anger which some State's witnesses may have towards the Accused.


Evidence that a witness is biased, prejudiced or hostile toward the Accused requires you to view that witness' testimony with caution, to weigh it with care, and subject it to close and

searching scrutiny.

Authority: Modern Federal Jury Instructions (Criminal) 7-6 (Matthew Bender 1984).  Kleinrichert v. State, 530 N.E.2d 321 (Ind.Ct. App. 1988) (A witness's bias, prejudice or ulterior motives are always relevant in that they may discredit him or affect the weight of his testimony.

