3.9.  Testimony Concerning Polygraph Examination - Alternative 2


There has been certain evidence admitted during the trial concerning a polygraph test and the polygraph examiner’s opinions and conclusions as to its results. Polygraph evidence is considered opinion evidence and is governed by the law concerning opinion evidence as has been/will be given to you.


A polygraph examiner’s opinion can only be used to indicate whether, at the time of the polygraph examination, the accused believed that he or she was telling the whole truth. You are not bound by the polygraph examiner’s conclusions, and the examiner’s testimony is not controlling on the issues and may be entirely disregarded by you. It is for you to decide what weight, if any, should be given to the evidence concerning the polygraph test, its results, and the examiner’s opinions and conclusions.  


The polygraph examiner’s opinion can only be used to indicate whether, at the time of the polygraph examination, the accused believed that he or she was telling the whole truth.

Authority: GEORGIA SUGGESTED PATTERN JURY INSTRUCTIONS - CRIMINAL 1.31.11 (2007 Council of Superior Court Judges of Georgia); see also State v. Chambers (Ga. 1977) 239 S.E.2d 324, 327.

