3.6.  Effect Of Evidence Of Good Character

The Accused has called witnesses who have given their opinion of his/her good character.


This testimony is not to be taken by you as the witness' opinion as to whether the Accused is guilty or not guilty. That question is for you alone to determine. You should, however, consider this character evidence together with all the other facts and all the other evidence in the case in determining whether the Accused is guilty or not guilty of the charges.


Such character evidence may indicate to you that it is improbable that a person of good character would commit the offense charged. Accordingly, if after considering the question of the Accused's good character, you find a reasonable doubt has been created, you must acquit him/her of all the charges.


On the other hand, if after considering all the evidence including that of Accused's character, you are satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt that the Accused is guilty, you should not acquit the Accused merely because you believe him/her to be a person of good character.

Authority: Michelson v. United States, 335 U.S. 469, 69 S.Ct. 213, 93 L.Ed. L.Ed. 467 (1948); Carroll v. State, 438 N.E.2d 745 (Ind. 1982).

