3.32.  Cautionary Instruction for Gruesome Photographs

This photograph was admitted in evidence for the purpose of [showing the nature of the wounds received by the deceased] [showing conditions at the scene of the alleged crime] [helping you understand the testimony of the witnesses who referred to it] [______________]. It is not a pleasant photograph to look at. However, you must not let it stir up your emotions to the prejudice or benefit of either party. Your verdict must be based on a rational and fair consideration of all the evidence and not on passion or prejudice against the defendant, the prosecution, or anyone else connected with this case.

Authority: See PENNSYLVANIA SUGGESTED STANDARD CRIMINAL JURY INSTRUCTIONS, Pa. SSJI (crim) 3.18 [Inflammatory Photographs] (Pennsylvania Bar Institute 2005).

