3.28.  Exhibits Where Authenticity Is At Issue

SAMPLE INSTRUCTION # 1: 

In deciding what weight, if any, to give an exhibit, consider whether the exhibit is the same object and in the same condition as when originally [seized] [obtained] by the police.

Authority: National Criminal Jury Instruction Compendium 25.2.6 (www.juryinstruction.com.) 

SAMPLE INSTRUCTION # 2:

A number of exhibits and the testimony related to them have been introduced. You may consider whether the exhibits are the same objects and in the same condition as originally taken by the (deputies) (police officers). You will determine what weight, if any, exhibits should receive in the light of all the evidence. 

Authority: Cf. OHIO JURY INSTRUCTIONS, VOLUME 4 - CRIMINAL, 4 OJI 405.60 [Exhibits] (Ohio Judicial Conference, current through 2007 update).

Note: These instructions are provided for instances where the authenticity, chain of custody, or similar issues have been raised during trial.

