3.2.  Information / Indictment Is Not Evidence
(Alternative)

An [information] [indictment] itself is not evidence. It merely describes the charges made against the Accused. It is an accusation. It may not be considered by you as any evidence of the guilt of the Accused.


In reaching your determination of whether the State of Indiana has proved the Accused guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, you may consider only the sufficiency of the evidence introduced. 

Authority: Adopted from Modern Federal Jury Instructions 3-1 (Matthew Bender 1984).  See United States v. Garcia, 562 F.2d 411, 416-17 (7th Cir. 1977). 

Modified to eliminate the possibility that the jury may think the accused bears any burden of proof.

