SUBSTANTIVE OFFENSES OF SPECIAL NOTE/CONCERN
13.24.  Operating a Motor Vehicle While Suspended


The crime of Operating a Motor Vehicle While Suspended in violation of IC 9-30-10 is defined by law as follows:


A person who operates a motor vehicle while the person’s driving privileges are validly suspended under IC 9-30-10, and the person knows his driving privileges are suspended commits the crime of Operating a Motor Vehicle in violation of IC 9-30-10, a Level 6 felony.


Before you may convict the accused, the State must prove each of the following elements beyond a reasonable doubt:

1. The accused;

2. operated a motor vehicle; 

3. while his driving privileges were validly suspended;

4. pursuant to IC 9-30-10; and

5. the accused knew or should have known his privileges were suspended.


If the State failed to prove each of these elements beyond a reasonable doubt, you must find the accused not guilty of Operating a Motor Vehicle in violation of IC 9-30-10, a Level 6 felony, as charged in Count I.

Authority: modified for use with IC 9-30-10-16; Brown v. State, 677 N.E.2d 517, 518 (Ind. 1997); Burdine v. State, 510 N.E.2d 1385 (Ind.Ct.App. 1987); Imel v. State, 830 N.E.2d 913, 919 (Ind.Ct.App. 2005) (citing Spearman v. State, 744 N.E.2d 545, 550 n.8 (Ind.Ct.App. 2001) for proposition that courts in jury instructions should refer to a serious violent felony as “a conviction under Ind. Code § 35-47-4-5" in order to avoid or minimize the potential for prejudice.)

Related instruction:


There is no statutory definition of “operate,” but Ind. Code 9-13-2-118 defines operator as “an individual who operates a vehicle, motorboat, off-road vehicle, or snowmobile.”
