15.7.  Jurors' Duty To Deliberate - Alternative 3


When you begin your deliberations, you should elect one member of the jury as your foreperson. That person will preside over the deliberations and speak for you here in court.


You will then discuss the case with your fellow jurors to reach agreement if you can do so. Your verdict, whether guilty or not guilty, must be unanimous.


Each of you must decide the case for yourself, but you should do so only after you have considered all the evidence, discussed it fully with the other jurors, and listened to the views of your fellow jurors.


Do not be afraid to change your opinion if the discussion persuades you that you should. But do not come to a decision simply because other jurors think it is right.


It is important that you attempt to reach a unanimous verdict but, of course, only if each of you can do so after having made your own conscientious decision. Do not change an honest belief about the weight and effect of the evidence simply to reach a verdict.

Authority: 9th Circuit Pattern Instruction 7.1 (2000)

Comment from Pattern Committee: 

In the ordinary case, a general instruction that the jury's verdict must be unanimous will be sufficient. United States v. Kim, 196 F.3d 1079, 1082 (9th Cir. 1999); United States v. Ferris, 719 F.2d 1405, 1407 (9th Cir. 1983). However, when there is a genuine possibility of jury confusion, a more specific unanimity instruction—directing that the jury must be unanimous as to which facts satisfy particular elements of the crime—may be required. Kim, 196 F.3d at 1082; United States v. Echeverry, 719 F.2d 974, 975 (9th Cir. 1983). 

