15.2.  Jury Deliberations


To return a verdict, each of you must agree to it. 


Each of you must decide the case for yourself, but only after considering the evidence with the other jurors.  It is your duty to consult with each other.  You should try to agree on a verdict, if you can do so without compromising your individual judgment.  Do not hesitate to re-examine your own views and change your mind if you believe you are wrong.  But do not give up your honest belief just because the other jurors may disagree, or just to end the deliberations.  


After the verdict is read in court, you may be asked individually whether you agree with it.


When you begin, select one of your members as foreperson to manage the deliberations.  


No one will be allowed to hear your discussions and no recording will be made of what you say.  The bailiff is available to assist you with personal needs, but cannot answer any questions about the case.  


Any question for [the Court] [me] must be in writing and given to the bailiff.  [The Court often is] [I often am] not allowed to answer your questions, except by re-reading all of the jury instructions.  Because [the Court has] [I have] given you those instructions, you may be able to answer your questions by reviewing them.


If there is a break in deliberations, do not talk about this case among yourselves or with anyone else.


[The Court is] [I am] submitting to you forms of possible verdicts you may return.  The foreperson should sign and date the verdict[s] to which you all agree. Do not sign any verdict form for which there is not unanimous agreement. Sign only one verdict form for each count.  The foreperson must return all verdict forms, signed or unsigned.


When you have agreed upon a verdict[s], inform the bailiff.  When the parties are present, you will be brought back to court for the verdict to be read.  After you return a verdict, you are under no obligation to discuss it with anyone.

Authority: IN Pattern Instruction 13.2700
Comments:

Baker v. State, 948 N.E.2d 1169 (Ind. 2011) holds that when "evidence is presented of a greater number of separate criminal offenses than the defendant is charged with," id. at 1175 , and the State does not "in its discretion designate a specific act (or acts) on which it relies to prove" the charge, id. at 1177 , this instruction on unanimity will not suffice. Instead, Pattern Instruction No. 13.3100 or Instruction No. 13.3300 should be given (set out verbatim in 15.3 and 15.4).
