15.11.  Explanation of Guilty and Not Guiltyt "15.9.  Explanation of Guilty and Not Guilty"

You will note that [as to each count] there are two possible verdicts: "not guilty" or "guilty." These verdicts should reflect your decision as to whether or not the prosecution has proven the accused guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. The "guilty" verdict is for use when the prosecution has proven guilt beyond a reasonable doubt and the "not guilty" verdict is for use when the prosecution has not proven guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. It is not necessary for you to conclude that the accused is factually innocent in order to return a "not guilty" verdict. Such a verdict only means that the prosecution has not met its burden of proving the accused guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.

Authority: National Criminal Jury Instruction Compendium 276.1.3 
Note: This instruction is provided because of concern that a jury may be mislead into thinking that the accused must be somehow proven “innocent” before they can return a not guilty verdict.
Note 2: The following points and authorities are also taken from the National Criminal Jury Instruction Compendium.
POINTS AND AUTHORITIES: The instructions should assure that the jury understands "not guilty" verdict form corresponds to the prosecution's burden of proof as required by the federal (6th and 14th Amendments) constitutional rights to due process and trial by jury. (See In re Winship, 397 U.S 358, 363-64; 90 S.Ct. 1068; 25 L.E.d2d 368 (1970); see also Sullivan v. Louisiana, 508 U.S 275, 277; 113 S.Ct. 2078; 124 L.Ed.2d 182 (1993); People v. Hall (CA 1980) 28 C.3d 143, 159 [167 CR 844]; People v. Griffin (CA 1963) 60 C2d 182, 191 [32 CR 24].)

