15.21.  Jury Notes - Cautionary Instruction

You must decide the facts from your memory of the testimony and exhibits admitted for your consideration. You may take notes during the trial. However, do not become so involved in note taking that you fail to listen carefully and observe the witnesses as they testify.

[Authority: Indiana Pattern Criminal Jury Instruction 1. See Indiana Jury Rule 20(a)(4) (trial court is required to instruct jurors that they may take notes); Stephenson v. State, 742 N.E.2d 463, 476-77 (Ind. 2001) (jury must be instructed that note taking cannot distract juror from not paying attention to evidence presented).
