15.14.  Judges Of Law - Alternative 1


The Court does not assume that any fact or facts have been established or not established in this trial. It is your exclusive right and duty under the Constitution of the State of Indiana to determine the weight of the evidence, and what has and what has not been proved from that evidence.


 You are the exclusive judges of both the law and the facts.  It is the duty of the court to instruct you as to what the law is governing this case.  However, although the instructions of the court are your best source of the law and should be given respectful consideration, they are not necessarily binding upon you. These instructions are given for your information and guidance concerning the issues involved in this case.  It is your duty to give the instructions such consideration and respect as you find they are entitled to.


You have the right to determine the law to be different from what the court instructs you that it is.   It is your right and duty to decide the case according to the law as you find it to be.  Nonetheless, you may not disregard the legal principle that you cannot find the accused guilty of the crime(s) charged unless the State has proven every essential element of the crime beyond a reasonable doubt. 

Authority: Modification and compilation of authority from: Smith v. State, 160 Ind.App. 622, 633-4; 312 N.E.2d 896 (1974); Pritchard v. State, 230 N.E.2d 416 (Ind. 1967); In re Winship, 397 U.S. 358 (1970)

