1.9.  Instruction for High Publicity Cases


During the time you serve on this jury, there may appear in the newspapers or on radio or television reports concerning this case, and you may be tempted to read, listen to, or watch them.  You must not do so; you must not read, listen to, or watch any newspaper, radio, television reports, internet or social media concerning this case.  Instead, fairness requires that you decide this case solely on the evidence presented in the court room.


If you read, listen to or watch these reports, you may be exposed to misleading or inaccurate information which unduly favors one side of the case, and to which the other side is unable to respond.  Therefore, you must completely avoid and disregard any press, television or radio reports.  Such reports are not evidence.  All of the information about this case that you can consider will be presented to you in the courtroom.  You must inform me immediately if you or any other jurors see or hear news reports or other reports or comments about the case.  It is important that you do so.

Authority: Alaska Pattern Instruction 1.03

