1.4.  Duty of Jurors
You have been selected as jurors and you are bound by your oath to try this case fairly and honestly.

You are permitted to discuss the evidence among yourselves in the jury room during recesses from trial but only when all jurors and alternates are present. You must not talk or communicate about this case with anyone else. You should keep an open mind. You should not form or express any conclusion or judgment about the outcome of the case until the Court submits the case to you for your deliberations.
You must focus your attention on the court proceedings and reach a verdict solely upon what you see and hear in this court. As jurors, you must not do any independent investigation about the case and you must not be influenced in any way by information, opinions, or publicity outside the courtroom. Until you have returned your verdict in court and I have released you from your service, do not talk to any of the parties, their lawyers, any witnesses, or members of the media. If anyone tries to talk about the case in your presence, you should tell the bailiff immediately and privately. During your attendance in the courtroom, during any discussions about the case in the jury room, or during deliberations in the jury room, you shall not use any computers, laptops, cellular telephones, or other electronic communication devices unless specifically authorized by the court.
During the trial, there will be periods of time when you will be allowed to separate, such as for recesses, lunch periods, and overnight. At those times, you must not use computers, laptops, cellular telephones, or other electronic communication devices or any other method to: 
· investigate, conduct research, or otherwise gather information regarding the case;
· conduct experiments or attempt to gain any specialized knowledge about the case;
·  receive assistance in deciding the case from any outside sources;
·  read, watch, or listen to anything about the case from any source;
·  listen to discussions among or receive information from other people about the case; or
· communicate with any of the parties, their lawyers, any of the witnesses, members of the media, or anyone else about the case, including by posting information, text messaging, e-mailing, or participating in Internet chat rooms, blogs, or social websites which could contain information about the case.

You also must not visit or view the scene of any event involved in this case. If you happen to pass by the scene, do not stop or investigate. You must also not consume any alcohol or drugs that could affect your ability to hear and understand the evidence.

The reason for these restrictions is to ensure that your decision is based only on the evidence presented during this trial and the Court's instructions on the law.

(Short form admonishment at every recess:)

During the recess, you may discuss the case among yourselves only while you are all together in the jury room. Do not discuss the case under any other circumstance. You must not form or express any opinion or conclusion about the outcome of the case until it is finally submitted to you for your deliberations.

(Long form admonishment at the conclusion of each day of trial:)

During the overnight recess, do not discuss the case under any circumstance. You must not form or express any opinion or conclusion about the outcome of the case until it is finally submitted to you for your deliberations. During the recess, you must not use computers, laptops, cellular telephones, or other electronic communication devices or any other method to: 
· investigate, conduct research, or otherwise gather information regarding the case;
· conduct experiments or attempt to gain any specialized knowledge about the case;
· receive assistance in deciding the case from any outside sources;
· read, watch, or listen to anything about the case from any source;
· listen to discussions among or receive information from other people about the case; or
· communicate with any of the parties, their lawyers, any of the witnesses, members of the media, or anyone else about the case, including by posting information, text messaging, e-mailing, or participating in Internet chat rooms, blogs, or social websites which could contain information about the case.


Authority:  Indiana Pattern Instruction No. 1.0100

Comments
Jury Rule 20 provides that the trial judge shall instruct the jurors they are not to use "computers, laptops, cellular telephones, or other electronic devices while in attendance at trial, during discussions, or during deliberations, unless specifically authorized by the court." This gives the trial judge discretion whether to exclude such devices completely from the courtroom or to allow their possession for limited purposes, such as cellphone calling during recesses under the supervision of the bailiff. If the trial judge decides to allow jurors to use electronic devices at some times during the trial, the judge should clearly instruct what exactly jurors can use them for and when.

