1.14.  Instruction Concerning Notetaking


You have been given notebooks and pencils.  Some jurors prefer to take notes as evidence is presented.  Other jurors prefer not to do so.  It is up to you individually to decide whether or not you want to take notes.  It is not necessary, nor required, that you take notes.  If you decide that you want to take notes during the trial, you may do so using the notebooks provided.


Notes are not evidence and should not substitute for your independent recollection of the evidence.  Remember that you are the judges of the believability of the witnesses.  Your primary function is to see and hear the witness and observe other evidence.  Do not let notetaking interfere with your careful consideration of the evidence.


Each time that you are excused from the courtroom, please leave your notebook face down on your chair.  When you are excused for the day, please do the same.  The clerk will collect the notebooks from your chairs and will return them to the chairs prior to the next time you are to return to court.  Your notes will be secured when not with you and will not be read by anyone.


When you begin your deliberations, you may have your notes with you.  No juror's notes can be given more weight in your deliberations than the memory of a juror who chose to carefully consider the evidence without taking notes.  Accordingly, notes taken by any juror are to be used only as a memory aid for that juror.  Do not look at another juror's notes and do not show your notes to anyone else.


When the case is over, your notebook will be collected and destroyed without being read by anyone.

Authority: Alaska Pattern Instruction 1.05, modified to reflect Indiana usage.
