1.13.  Final Instruction to Jury Where Note Taking Is Permitted


Now, during the trial I have permitted those jurors who wanted to take notes. You may take your notes with you to the jury room and use them during your deliberations if you wish. As I told you at the beginning of the trial, your notes only are intended to be an aid to your memory and should not take precedence over your own independent recollection. Those jurors who have not taken notes should rely on their own memory of the evidence and should not be influenced by the fact that another juror has taken notes, since the notes are only for the note taker's own personal use in assisting his or her memory of the evidence.


At the end of your deliberations, please tear out from your notebooks any notes you have made and give them to your foreperson. The clerk will collect your notebooks and pencils when you return to the courtroom, and I will ask the foreperson to give me your notes when your verdict is returned. I will destroy your notes immediately after the trial and no one, including myself, will look at them.

