2.3.  Presumption of Innocence/Burden of Proof - Alternative 3


Under the law of this state, you are the sole judges of both the law and the evidence, and you must presume that the accused is innocent. You must continue to believe he is innocent throughout the trial, unless the State proves that the accused is guilty, beyond a reasonable doubt, of every essential element of the offense charged. The burden of proof herein is on the State alone, and never shifts to the accused. Because the accused is presumed to be innocent, he is not required to present any evidence to prove his innocence, nor to prove, do or explain anything. If at the conclusion of the trial there remains in your mind a reasonable doubt concerning the accused's guilt, you must find him not guilty.

Authority:  Daniel v. State, 582 N.E.2d 364, 373 (Ind. 1991).

