11.6.  Expert Witnesses - Procedure

Under Indiana law, when an accused in a criminal case raises the defense of not responsible by reason of insanity, the court is required to appoint disinterested [psychiatrists] [physicians] [psychologists] to examine the accused. The court is further required to call those [psychiatrists] [physicians] [psychologists] to testify at trial concerning their opinion about the accused’s sanity at the time of the offense.

The fact that these [psychiatrists] [physicians] [psychologists] are called as witnesses by the court does not mean the court necessarily approves or sanctions their testimony. You should weigh, evaluate, and scrutinize the testimony of the court’s psychiatric witnesses in the same manner you would the witnesses called by the accused and the State.
Authority: IN Pattern Instruction No. 11.1300, I.C. 35-36-2-2.

