12.7.  Self-Defense – Consideration Of All The Circumstances - Excessive Forcetc "12.7.  Self-Defense – Consideration Of All The Circumstances - Excessive Force"

Throughout your deliberations on all of these points, you must constantly bear in mind all the circumstances under which the Accused acted. You must remember that a belief which may be

unreasonable with quiet contemplation may be quite reasonable in the heat of a physical conflict.  For example, you may find, upon careful reflection, that the Accused shot more bullets at her husband than were really necessary under the circumstances. However, the claim of self-defense is not necessarily defeated if more shots than would have seemed necessary are fired in the heat of passion generated by an assault.  Even if on calm reflection, it appears the accused’s actions might have been excessive, if she honestly believed that she was fighting for her life, she is still entitled to use all force reasonably necessary when viewed from her perspective.  It is only when all apparent danger of the loss of life or of receiving great bodily harm is at an end or has passed, that the right to use force should cease.  Detached reflection cannot be required in the face of a violent attack.  Always remember that the standard you are seeking to apply is that of the reasonable woman under all the circumstances. If you find that the circumstances of this case would have generated fear and anger, you must consider how the reasonable woman would have reacted under those circumstances, not in a calmer situation.

Authority: The part of this instruction in italics comes from French, supra, but this instruction is in large part an attempt to stretch the “viewpoint of the accused” to its limits.  
