12.11.  Battered Person Syndrome - Sensitivity - Alternative 2


A person who has previously been the victim of assault and suffered injuries therefrom may have a greater sensitivity to danger than does the ordinary person. As a result, a person who has previously been the victim of assault and suffered injuries therefrom may be justified in acting more quickly and taking harsher measures for [his] [her] protection in the event of assault either actual or threatened, than would a person who has not been so injured or assaulted.


Evidence has been received in this case that the accused was previously assaulted and was injured thereby and had a greater sensitivity to danger. If you believe that the accused had a greater sensitivity to danger, and because of such sensitivity, had reasonable cause to fear greater peril in the event of an altercation with _____________________ (name of alleged victim), you are to consider such sensitivity in determining whether the accused acted reasonably in protecting his life or bodily safety.

Authority: National Criminal Jury Instruction Compendium 256.1.3.2 

