4.1. Culpability



[Intentionally] [Knowingly] [Recklessly] is defined by statute as follows:


A person engages in conduct "intentionally" if, when he engages in the conduct, it is his conscious objective to do so. [If a person is charged with intentionally causing a result by his/her conduct, the State is required to prove (beyond a reasonable doubt) that it must have been his/her conscious objective not only to engage in the conduct but also to cause the result.]


A person engages in conduct "knowingly" if, when he engages in this conduct, he/she is aware of a high probability that he is doing so. [If a person is charged with knowingly causing a result by his/her conduct, the State is required to prove (beyond a reasonable doubt) that he/she must have been aware of a high probability that his/her conduct would cause the result.]


A person engages in conduct "recklessly" if he/she engages in the conduct in plain, conscious, and unjustifiable disregard of harm that might result and the disregard involves a substantial deviation from acceptable standards of conduct.

Authority: IN Pattern Instruction No.  9.0120

Comments from Pattern Committee:

In both the “intentionally” and “knowingly” paragraphs, the language “the State is required to prove” was suggested by Campbell v. State, 19 N.E.3d 271 (Ind. 2014). The Committee believes that the language in parentheses in the “intentionally” and “knowingly” paragraphs is not required under Campbell, but suggests that its inclusion may make a stronger record.

